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Mayor Emanuel Interviews House Speaker Nancy Pelosi on “Chicago Stories” Podcast 
 
On this week’s episode of “Chicago Stories” podcast, Mayor Emanuel had the honor of sitting down 
with House Speaker Nancy Pelosi for a wide-ranging discussion on politics and power, leadership 
and public service, and why after over 30 years in public life she’s still going strong. 
 
Speaker Pelosi has represented the residents of San Francisco for over three decades, and been 
active in California politics even longer, but her story began in Baltimore as daughter of its 
legendary mayor and passionate New Deal Democrat, Thomas “Big Tommy” D’Alesandro Jr. 
 
As she told Mayor Emanuel, her family’s home was an “open house” for residents of all walks of life 
who would stop by seeking assistance, support, or even just a warm meal — which her parents 
readily provided. 
 
“My parents instilled in us that public service was a noble calling and that those of us who were 
engaged in it and their families had to be open to the public,” Speaker Pelosi said, “and so people 
would come knocking on the door for anything.” 
 
It’s that same sense of service that has guided Speaker Pelosi through her historic career as the 
nation’s first female Speaker of the House, and continues to guide her today as she stands up 
against President Trump’s divisive and dangerous agenda. 
 
“The urgency of the situation that we are in demands that we put aside everything — politics, 
Democrats, Republicans — and just be patriotic and save our country,” Speaker Pelosi said. “I do 
think here he is an aberration and in fact such an aberration that when you hit rock bottom the only 
place you can go is up, and we have to take advantage of that.” 
 
It’s for that reason Speaker Pelosi has been unwavering in mission to deliver on issues like 
affordable health care, 21st century infrastructure, anti-corruption, and environmental protections. 
It’s also why she has also been steadfast in her refusal to embark on a protracted and fraught 
impeachment effort— which she believes the Trump administration itself is trying to goad her into. 
 
“I have said when people keep after me on impeachment is he’s not worth it. He’s not worth it 
because he wants us to go to that place so that we’re not focusing on whatever else,” Speaker Pelosi 
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said. “These people have to pay a price, not get rejected by the House of Representatives and then 
get cleared by the Senate.” 
 
Ultimately, whether she is fighting against President Trump and Senator Mitch McConnell on behalf 
of the American people today, providing funding for AIDS research in the early 1990s, retaking the 
House in 2006, or passing the Affordable Care Act in 2010, Speaker Pelosi’s core mission has always 
been the same. 
 
“I always say to people when they want to get involved — why? What is your purpose, what is your 
vision, how do you want to get things done,” Speaker Pelosi said. “My ‘why’ is the 1-in-5 children 
that live in poverty in America. That’s why I get up in the morning, eat nails for breakfast, don a suit 
of armor and go in and fight them off on what they’re going to do to children in our country.” 
 
Be sure to listen to the rest of the episode as Speaker Pelosi shares her message to Republicans, 
what she wants out of her infrastructure deal with President Trump and why after years of 
legislating she decided to seek the party leadership (hint: she got sick of seeing the party lose.) 
 
Listen and subscribe to “Chicago Stories” podcast on Apple Podcast, SoundCloud, Spotify and 
YouTube. 
  

### 
 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/chicago-stories/id1246062482?mt=2
https://soundcloud.com/chicagosmayor
https://open.spotify.com/show/0JrMkyZ15qCz2koYYGUoUh
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLm3I9UeNSo1rXQ7djVPYCRrgpmzl6Q3Ab

